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Hamza Asl (Qat) & Hamza Wasl
(Summary)

• Today we will be learning two type of Alif (Hamza) used in Quran.

• Hamza Asli/Qat. :  If any harkat is mentioned on Alif, it is called Hamza 
asli/Qat

• Hamza Wasl (connecting) 

• If No harkat is mentioned on Alif or SAD is mentioned. It is called 
Hamza Wasli (connecting Hamza)



Hamza Asl (Qat) & Hamza Wasl (connecting) –Exercise





Hamza Asli or 

Hamzat al-Qat or Hamza Asli' (The Cutting Hamza)- Alif

having any harkat on it is called Hamza Qat or Hamza 

Asli.
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Hamza Wasl

•Written form: It is typically written as a plain alif ( ( ا without a Hamza or 

any other Harkat on it. 

•In the Quran, it is often marked with a small 

ص") sad) symbol above the alif ( ( ٱ )to show its special function.



Hamza Wasl

•Written form: It is typically written as a plain alif ( ( ا without a Hamza or 

any other Harkat on it. 

•In the Quran, it is often marked with a small 

ص") sad) symbol above the alif ( ( ٱ )to show its special function.



Hamza Wasl









Hamza Asli translates to Hamzat al-Qat' (The Cutting Hamza), 

while Hamza Wasli translates to Hamzat al-Wasl (The Connecting Hamza). 

These terms refer to two different types of the Arabic letter hamza  based on their function and (ء)

pronunciation in a word or sentence.

Hamzat al-Qat' (The Cutting Hamza)
•Definition: The "cutting hamza" is always pronounced as a distinct glottal stop (a quick, sharp 

stop in the airflow).

•Function: It "cuts" or interrupts the flow of speech, and its sound is always audible regardless of 

its position (beginning, middle, or end) in a word.

•Written form: It is always written with a visible hamza symbol (ء), which can appear on top of or 

under an alif ( إ, أ ), on a waw or on a yaa ,(ؤ) .(ئ)

•Example: In the word أهَْلًا (ahlan), the hamza is always pronounced.



Hamzat al-Wasl (The Connecting Hamza)
•Definition: The "connecting hamza" is only pronounced as a glottal stop when it appears 

at the beginning of a sentence or a pause.

•Function: When it appears in the middle of a sentence, it is dropped and its function is to 

smoothly connect the preceding word to the following one.

•Written form: It is typically written as a plain alif without a hamza (ا) on it. In the Quran, it is 

often marked with a small "ص" (sad) symbol above the alif .to show its special function (ٱ)

•Example:

•At the start of a sentence: اِقْرَأْا (iqra')—it is pronounced.

•In the middle of a sentence: وَاقْرَأْا (wa-qra')—the hamza is dropped, and the waw  (و)

connects directly to the qaf .(ق)


