Ism Aala
Noun of Instrument
Patterns for “Tools”

Lesson 32-A
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Ism al-Aalah ( (3! aulis a specific type of noun in Arabic grammar
that indicates the name of a tool, instrument, or device used to
perform a particular action







Primary Forms (Wazn)

Classical Arabic uses three traditional, derivation-based meters (forms) for ism al-
aalah: @ Scribd +2

1. Jada (Mif'al)

2. alada (Mif'alun / Mif'alah)

3. Jads (Mif'aal) @
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e Ul (Miftaah, Plural: Mafaateeh) - Key / Tool to open

o Pattern: Ja:.
o Meaning: "Keys"

o Context: "And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows them except
Him..." (Surah Al-An'am, 6:59)
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« z'=a (Mi'raaj) - Staircase / Tool to ascend

Pattern: Jai.
Meaning: "Ladders" or "Stairways"

Context: "...And a staircase [of stairs] upon which they would mount.” (Surah Az-
Zukhruf, 43:33) #




Non-Derived (Samaa'i) Instruments

The Quran also uses primordial or non-derived nouns (not following the exact 3 meters
above) which function as tools, such as: @

o B (Qalam) - "Pen" [Surah Al-'Alaqg, 96:4]

o o (Fulk) - "Ship" [Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:164]

o (8. (Sikkeen) - "Knife" [Surah Yusuf, 12:31]




